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Matthew 22:15-21 

Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. They sent their 
disciples to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know that you 
are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the 
truth. You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no attention to who they 
are.  Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay the imperial tax to Caesar 
or not?” 

But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you trying to 
trap me?  Show me the coin used for paying the tax.” They brought him a 
denarius, and he asked them, “Whose image is this? And whose inscription?” 

“Caesar’s,” they replied. 

Then he said to them, “So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is 
God’s.” 

 



DIVISION OR DIFFERENCE? 



How did we get here? 



Division 
• Slavery 

• Concept of Race 

• Colonialism 
 



Why talk about culture? 
 

Isn’t it a minefield? 
 

Won’t it be divisive? 



Healthy Families Talk 
  

This is God’s Plan 
 

We Don’t Want to Turn Weakness 
Into Strength 



Revelation 5:9 

with your blood you purchased for God 
    persons from every tribe and language 
and people and nation. 



Revelation 5:9 

Tribe – Cultural Issues  

Language – Historical and Communication Issues 

People – Racial and Ethnic Issues  

Nation – Political, Religious, and Perspective 
Issues 



Bacon’s Rebellion 



What is White? 
• Following the Civil War, immigration was limited in 

the US to white people 

• There were 52 separate cases before the Supreme 
Court determining who was white 





[Ota Benga is from a group that is] “very 
low in the human scale, and the suggestion 
that Benga should be in a school instead of 
a cage ignores the high probability that 

school would be a place...from 
which he could draw no advantage 
whatever. The idea that men are all 

much alike except as they have had or 
lacked opportunities for getting an 

education out of books is now far out 
of date.” 
 

New York Times, 1906 



The Curse of Ham? 



Puritan Minister Cotton Mather 

• Claimed that it was pride that induced 
black people to want their freedom 
because God had divined them to be of a 
less status. 



Typical 18th Century Baptismal Vow 

“You declare in the presence of God and before 
this congregation that you do not ask for the 
holy baptism out of any design to free yourself 
from the Duty and Obedience that you owe to 
your Master while you live, but merely for the 
good of Your soul and to partake of the Graces 
and Blessings promised to the Members of the 
Church of Jesus Christ.” 









1. A Transformed Response 



Matthew 5:38-42 
“You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for 
tooth.’ But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone 
slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek 
also.  And if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, 
hand over your coat as well.  If anyone forces you to go one 
mile, go with them two miles.  Give to the one who asks 
you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to 
borrow from you. 



Matthew 5:43-48 
“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate 
your enemy.’ But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you, that you may be children of your Father in 
heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and 
sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  If you love 
those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the 
tax collectors doing that?  And if you greet only your own people, 
what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do 
that?  Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 



Even Them? 



1. A Transformed Response 

2. A Transformed Identity 



Colossians 3:11 

Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised 
or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave 
or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 



If a race war broke out in the 
world, where would your 

loyalties lie? 



1. A Transformed Response 
2. A Transformed Identity 

3. A Transformed 
Perspective 



1 Corinthians 7:22-23 

For the one who was a slave when called to 
faith in the Lord is the Lord’s freed 
person; similarly, the one who was free 
when called is Christ’s slave.  You were 
bought at a price; do not become slaves of 
human beings. 



Luke 4:18-19 
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
    because he has anointed me 
    to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the 
prisoners 
    and recovery of sight for the blind, 
to set the oppressed free, 
    to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 



Luke 4:18-19 

To proclaim: good news to the poor 
To proclaim: freedom for the prisoners 
To proclaim: recovery of sight for the blind 
To set: the oppressed free 
  



Luke 4:18-19 
To proclaim: good news to the poor 
 How many bags of gold did Jesus give out? 

To proclaim: freedom for the prisoners 
 How many prisoners did Jesus break out or visit? 

To set: the oppressed free 

 When did Jesus begin his rebellion against oppression? 

  



You are the salt of the earth. . .  
You are the light of the world.  

A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 



END OF PART 1 
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Matthew 16:13-18 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” 

They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still 
others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 

“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 

Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God.” 

Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not 
revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven.  And I 
tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and 
the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 

 





Ephesians 2:14 

For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups 
one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility 



Revelation 5:9 

Tribe – Cultural Issues  

Language – Historical and Communication Issues 

People – Racial and Ethnic Issues  

Nation – Political and Perspective Issues 



Culture 
A socially learned system of 
knowledge and behavioral patterns 
shared by a certain group of people. In 
other words, it is a way of life to which 
a particular society adheres. 



Culture 



Culture and Ethnicity  
in the Early Church 



1 Corinthians 9:19-23 
Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a 
slave to everyone, to win as many as possible.  To the Jews I 
became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I 
became like one under the law (though I myself am not under 
the law), so as to win those under the law.  To those not having 
the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not 
free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law), so as to win 
those not having the law.  To the weak I became weak, to win the 
weak. I have become all things to all people so that by all 
possible means I might save some.  I do all this for the sake of the 
gospel, that I may share in its blessings. 



Dominant  
  

and 
   

Non-dominant 



Dominant and Non-Dominant Cultural Groups 

• Dominant Cultures tend to be unaware of their own culture 

• ND groups are typically very aware of their own cultural 
identity as well as the dominant group’s 

• ND group is more adept at adopting to the dominant groups 
norms and will more easily adapt 

• Dominant group is more unfamiliar with ND group so they are 
easily upset and offended by it 

• This can lead to a growing but quiet discontent on the part of 
the ND group 



Culture Clashes 
• Music and worship 

• Communication Styles (direct & indirect) 

• View of time 

• Power distance (views of authority) 

• Family experience 



Culture Clash - Monochronic 
- See time as linear 

- Time is here and quickly gone and cannot be wasted 

- Tends to focus on one primary activity and value order 

- There is an appropriate time and place for everything 

- Interruptions to time and schedule are not appreciated 

- Time commitments are highly valued 

- Changing plans at the last minute is frowned upon 

- Place high value on private property, personal space, and 
individualism 



Culture Clash - Polychronic 
- See time as cyclical 

- Time comes around again and again so there is plenty of it 

- There is no rush based simply on time 

- Multiple activities can be done at the same time 

- Distractions and interruptions are not a threat or problem 

- Plans can be changed willingly and easily 

- People and relationships are more valued than schedule 

- Relational time is never infringed upon for sake of a schedule 

- There is a high value on group and community activities 



1 Corinthians 9:24-27 
Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one 
gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize.  Everyone 
who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it 
to get a crown that will not last, but we do it to get a crown that 
will last forever.  Therefore I do not run like someone running 
aimlessly; I do not fight like a boxer beating the air.  No, I strike a 
blow to my body and make it my slave so that after I have 
preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize. 



1 Peter 4:8 
Above all, love each other 
deeply, because love covers over a 
multitude of sins. 


