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DO YOU KNOW THIS STORY? 

The biblical story with the most supporting evidence 

Containing the most important lesson of all time 

Involves an evil nation with the gruesome features 

of Hitler’s Germany and J.R.R. Tolkien’s Mordor 

Contains true Braveheart-like moments 

Ends in a plot twist greater than belonging to any 

Star Wars saga 



A long time ago, the Assyrian warrior-king 

Sennacherib sought to rule the entire Middle East. 

The city of Babylon, and the regions of Phoenicia 

and Philistia were the first to fall during the dark 

Lord’s quest to conquer Egypt, Ethiopia and 

beyond. Only Jerusalem, the capital city of the 

small nation of Judah stood in his way when it’s 

king Hezekiah defied Sennacherib. You are invited 

to the story of a standoff during the summer of 701 

BC that will be told and retold until the end of time. 



What we know about ancient Assyria 

Military pioneers. Invented siege machines, like battering 

rams and mobile towers for shooting arrows. 

Expansionist Lovers of war.  Violence and “the hunt” 

drove Assyrian males. New kings needed a fight to prove 

themselves. Braggadocios. 

Cruel. Besieged towns would be massacred and the 

human heads piled outside the city's wall. They developed 

the idea of “impaling” their enemies.  

Shameless. Reliefs show skull bashing, decapitating, and 

building a pile of severed heads. 



"Judged from the vaunting inscriptions of her kings, 

no power more useless, more savage, more 

terrible, ever cast its gigantic shadow on the page 

of history as it passed on the way to ruin. The kings 

of Assyria tormented the miserable world. They 

exult to record how 'space failed for corpses'; how 

unsparing a destroyer is their goddess Ishtar; how 

they flung away the bodies of soldiers like so much 

clay; how they made pyramids of human heads .." 

Commentator on Ancient Assyria’s Cruelty 



Commentator on Ancient Assyria’s Cruelty 

“... how they burned cities; how they filled populous 

lands with death and devastation; how they reddened 

broad deserts with carnage of warriors; how they 

scattered whole countries with the corpses of their 

defenders as with chaff; how they impaled 'heaps of 

men' on stakes, and strewed the mountains and 

choked rivers with dead bones; how they cut off the 

hands of kings and nailed them on the walls, and left 

their bodies to rot with bears and dogs on the 

entrance gates of cities ..” 



".. how they employed nations of captives in 

making brick in fetters; how they cut down 

warriors like weeds, or smote them like wild 

beasts in the forests, and covered pillars with 

the flayed skins of rival monarchs." 
 

—William Frederic Farrar 

Commentator on Ancient Assyria’s Cruelty 



King Sargon II 

King Shalmaneser V 

King Tiglath-Pileser III  

Sennacherib 



King Sennacherib 
the Raptor from Assyria 

Ruled Assyria (705-681) from Nineveh 

2 Kings 18:13-19:37, 2 Chr. 32:1-32:23, 
Isaiah 36:1-37:38 

An intuitive engineer and master of the 
use of water for domestic and wartime 
purposes 

Never acknowledged his defeats 

Described as narcissist, evil, and 
ruthless 



Isaiah 
Prince of Prophets 

Served from 739-681 BC 

Wife was a prophetess (8:3) 

Prophet to Azariah (aka) Uzziah and Joatham 

and Ahaz (2 Kings 16-1, 2 Chr. 28) 

and Hezekiah (2 Kings 18-20, Isaiah 36-39, 

and 2 Chr. 29-32) 

and possibly to Manasseh 



Consulted for Special Prayers (2 Kings 19:1-4) 

Support for the King (2 Kings 19:5ff, 19:20ff) 

Praying alongside Hezekiah (2 Chr. 32:20-23) 

Spiritual Perspectives (25, 26, 29, 32, 33 and 35) 

Provided a Prophetic Map of National Events (Isa. 11-39) 

Warnings about Alliances, i.e. Egypt (Isa 31:1-9) 

Forecast the fate of Sennacherib (Isa 37:21-35) 

Gave Personal Advice (2 Kings 20:1-11, Isa 38:1-2) 

Mentored Hezekiah (2 Kings 20:14-18, Isa 39:1-8) 

Kept the records of crucial events (2 Chr. 26:22) 

Isaiah 
Prince of Prophets 



Served from 715-686 BC 

2 Kings 18-20, 2 Chr. 29-32 

Isaiah 36-39 

Linked closely with Isaiah (2 Chr. 32:20) 

Significant in outside historical accounts 

Hezekiah 
“No one like him” 



Was the un-Ahaz 

Credited with a “renaissance” spirit 

Unifier of “exiled” Israel with Judah 

An engineer 

Hezekiah 
“No one like him” 



Both were prayerful 

Both were courageous 

Both were “outside the box” thinkers 

They had a spiritual relationship 

Both cared for the plight of the 

northern kingdom 

Isaiah was Hezekiah’s confidant 

Isaiah and Hezekiah 
THE GREATEST PARTNERSHIP OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 
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real First 

World 

War 



Judah 

The Smallest Nation 

The last Semite tribe 

Holder of the Law 

The only worshippers of 

Yahweh, the LORD 



 



The First World Event 

Spring, 701BC 

Jerusalem was the last 

standing city between Egypt 

and Babylon 

Refugees from Israel and 

Judah are entering the city 

The incoming reports are more 

horrific to the kingdom than 

ever before 

The inhabitants are having 

“wild parties” or praying or 

preparing for battle 

Even your enemies are looking 

for your leadership 

There appears to be tension 

between what the prophets are 

saying and Hezekiah’s current 

plans 



The Prophets Weigh In 

‘The whirlwind that brings disaster will bring invaders all the way 

to Zion’s gates. You will also be rubble unless you accept 

Yahweh’s plan to purge the territory from corrupt seers, 

prophets, and leaders and from the idolatry of the people. 

Therefore, Judah, step away from Israel’s snares or terror will 

overtake you. Judah, Yahweh will judge you. Jerusalem, if you 

worship Him, and welcome the remnant to worship, embrace 

justice and are guardians of His Law, then the Assyrians will 

come no further than your gate. He will save you but not by 

bow, sword or battle, or by horses and horsemen.’ 

Hosea (deceased), Micah (a peer), and Isaiah (an older guide)  



Hezekiah’s Options 

1. Resistance 

2. Immediately Surrender 

3. Negotiate To Become a State of Assyria 

4. Or …  



“The Lord (Yahweh) stripped away the defenses of 

Judah, and you looked in that day to the weapons in 

the Palace of the Forest. You saw that the walls of 

the City of David were broken through in many 

places; you stored up water in the Lower Pool. You 

counted the buildings in Jerusalem and tore down 

houses to strengthen the wall. You built a reservoir 

between the two walls for the water of the Old Pool, 

but you did not look to the One who made it, or have 

regard for the One who planned it long ago.” 

A Warning 
Isaiah’s Concerns (2 Chronicles 32:6-8) 



Hezekiah’s First Braveheart Moment 

He appointed military officers over the people. He gathered the 

officers together in front of him in the open area at the city gate. He 

gave them words of hope. He said, “Be strong. Be brave. Don’t be 

afraid. Don’t lose hope. The king of Assyria has a huge army with 

him. But there’s a greater power with us than there is with him. 

The only thing he has is human strength. But the Lord [Yahweh] 

our God is with us. He will help us. He’ll fight our battles.” The 

people had great faith in what Hezekiah, the king of Judah said. 

AS THE INVASION BEGINS (2 Chronicles 32:6-8) 



Sennacherib’s Storm 

“I decimated the enemy host with arrow and spear. All 

of their bodies I bored through. I cut their throats like 

lambs, cut off their precious lives as one cuts string. 

Like the many waters of a storm I made the contents of 

their gullets and entrails run down upon the wide earth. 

My prancing steeds, harnessed for my riding, plunged 

into the steams of their blood as into a river. The 

wheels of my war chariot, which brings low the wicked 

and the evil, were bespattered with filth and blood … 

150,000 of their warriors I cut down with the sword.” 

A DESCRIPTION, AFTER THE FACT 



Hezekiah’s Weak Moment 

So Hezekiah king of Judah sent this message to the king of 

Assyria at Lachish: “I have done wrong. Withdraw from me 

and I will pay whatever you demand of me.” The king of 

Assyria exacted from Hezekiah king of Judah three hundred 

talents of silver and thirty talents of gold. So Hezekiah gave him 

all the silver that was found in the temple of the Lord and in the 

treasuries of the royal palace.  At this time Hezekiah king of 

Judah stripped off the gold with which he had covered the doors 

and doorposts of the temple of the Lord, and gave it to the king 

of Assyria. 

AS JUDAH FALLS (2 Kings 18:13-16) 



The Assyrian Miscalculation 

The king of Assyria sent his supreme commander, his chief officer and 

his field commander with a large army, from Lachish to King Hezekiah 

at Jerusalem … 
 

“On whom are you depending, that you rebel against me? Look, I know 

you are depending on Egypt, that splintered reed of a staff, which 

pierces the hand of anyone who leans on it! Such is Pharaoh king of 

Egypt to all who depend on him. ‘Come now, make a bargain with my 

master, the king of Assyria … Furthermore, have I come to attack and 

destroy this place without word from the Lord? The Lord himself told me 

to march against this country and destroy it.’” 

Within Earshot of Jerusalem (2 Kings 18:13-16) 



Then the commander stood and called out in Hebrew, 
 

“Hear the word of the great king, the king of Assyria! This is what the king 

says: Do not let Hezekiah deceive you. He cannot deliver you from my hand. 

Do not let Hezekiah persuade you to trust in the Lord when he says, ‘The 

Lord will surely deliver us; this city will not be given into the hand of the king of 

Assyria.’  “Do not listen to Hezekiah. This is what the king of Assyria says: 

Make peace with me and come out to me … choose life and not death.’” …  
 

Then Eliakim son of Hilkiah the palace administrator, Shebna the secretary, 

and Joah son of Asaph the recorder went to Hezekiah, with their clothes torn, 

and told him what the field commander had said. 

The Assyrian Miscalculation 
Within Earshot of Jerusalem (2 Kings 18:28-37) 



Sennacherib’s officers spoke further against the Lord God and 

against his servant Hezekiah. The king also wrote letters 

ridiculing the Lord, the God of Israel, and saying this against him: 

 

“Just as the gods of the peoples of the other lands did not 

rescue their people from my hand, so the god of Hezekiah 

will not rescue his people from my hand.” 

The Assyrian Miscalculation 
Within Earshot of Jerusalem (2 Chronicles 32:16-17) 



1. They openly ridiculed Yahweh in Hebrew. 

2. “How much less will your god deliver you” in comparison to 

other gods. 

“They spoke about the God of Jerusalem as 

they did about the gods of the other peoples 

of the world—the work of human hands.” 

The Assyrian Miscalculation 
Within Earshot of Jerusalem (2 Chronicles 32:13-17) 



When Hezekiah received the letter from the messengers, 

he read it. Then he went up to the Lord’s temple. There 

he spread the letter out in front of the Lord.  Hezekiah 

prayed .. Lord who rules over all, you are the God of 

Israel. You sit on your throne between the cherubim. 

You alone are God over all of the kingdoms on earth. 

You have made heaven and earth. Listen, Lord. Hear 

us. Open your eyes, Lord. Look at the trouble we’re 

in. Listen to what Sennacherib is saying. You are the 

living God. And he dares to make fun of you!” 

The Fourth Option 
Hezekiah’s Prayer (Isaiah 37:14-17) 



When Prayer Partners Pray 

King Hezekiah and the prophet Isaiah son 

of Amoz cried out in prayer to heaven about 

this. And the Lord sent an angel, who 

annihilated all the fighting men and the 

commanders and officers in the camp of the 

Assyrian king. 

Deliverance (2 Chronicles 32:20-21) 



King On the Run 

Against Sennacherib: 
 

“Because you rage against me and 

because your insolence has reached my 

ears, I will put my hook in your nose and 

my bit in your mouth, and I will make you 

return by the way you came.” 

Sennacherib’s Humiliation (Isaiah 37:29) 



“As to Hezekiah, the Jew, he did not submit 

to my yoke, I laid siege to 46 of his strong cities, 

walled forts and to the countless small villages in 

their vicinity, and conquered (them) by means of 

well-stamped (earth) ramps, and battering-rams 

brought (thus) near (to the walls) (combined 

with) the attack by foot soldiers, (using) mines, 

breeches as well as sapper work ...  Himself I 

made a prisoner in Jerusalem, his royal 

residence, like a bird in a cage.”  

The Loser’s Redacted History 



Then the angel of the Lord went out and 

put to death a hundred and eighty-five 

thousand in the Assyrian camp. When 

the people got up the next morning—

there were all the dead bodies! 

The Last Word 
Sennacherib’s Death (Isaiah 37:36) 



The Last Word 
Sennacherib’s Death (2 Chronicles 32:20-21) 

So he withdrew to his own land in 

disgrace. And when he went into the 

temple of his god, some of his sons, his 

own flesh and blood, cut him down with 

the sword. 



The Last Word 
Hezekiah’s Legacy (2 Kings 18:5) 

Hezekiah trusted in the LORD, 

the God of Israel. There was no 

one like him among all the kings 

of Judah, either before him or 

after him. 



In a popular article by Philip Stern, Assyrian March Against 

Judah, the author notes how significant the successful 

campaign of resistance of Jerusalem was: 

 

“With the hindsight of 2,700 years, we can see that 

Sennacherib’s campaign to Judah was a fateful moment 

in history. Had he demolished Jerusalem or even 

deported its inhabitants, that would have been the end of 

the state of Judah … and the resulting world would bear 

little resemblance to our own.” 

 



William C. McNeill, who won the National Book Award for 

history, wrote, The Rise of the West. Although he holds that it 

must have been an epidemic that killed Sennacherib’s army, 

his statement is still poignant: 

 

“Had the Assyrian army remained healthy in 701, 

Jerusalem would probably have been captured and its 

people dispersed, as had happened to Samaria only 

twenty years before. Think of what that would mean! … 

the world as we know it becomes unrecognizable: 

profoundly, utterly different. Surely, there is no greater 

might-have-been in all recorded history.” 



When The LORD’s honor stirred 

Hezekiah, Isaiah and the officials of 

Judah, their city was rescued. 

 

But this breakthrough did not occur 

until they realized that it was always 

about God. 



The greatest king of Judah 

prevailed against a superpower. 

The King of Kings prevailed against 

greater enemy—death. 



He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the 

charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood 

against us and condemned us; he has taken it 

away, nailing it to the cross. And having 

disarmed the powers and authorities, he made 

a public spectacle of them, triumphing over 

them by the cross. 

Colossians 2:13-15 







“… the fall of Samaria resulted in sending scholars and the 
literature and the civilization of Samaria to Jerusalem, 
producing there the Renaissance of the time of Hezekiah, and 
preparing the way for the great religious reformation of the 
succeeding century under King Josiah. Hezekiah undertook it 
to establish a library in Jerusalem (Prov. xxv.1), and it is to this 
library presumably that we owe the preservation of so much of 
the literature of northern Israel, which is now embodied in our 
Bible.” 
 

—John P. Peters, The Old Testament and the New 
Scholarship 

Hezekiah’s Renaissance 


